Homework Policy

This Policy is currently under review

Below is a statement explaining the rationale behind our changes and sets out plans for future consultation.

Previous policy is also below.
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20th November 2017

Dear Parent/Carer

Homework at Rosehearty School

Over the last few weeks, I have had a variety of conversations with parents and teachers alike about homework in a range of contexts.

“It’s a real struggle.”     “I like the way homework is delivered”     “He doesn’t like investigators”      “She really enjoys investigators”     “Why isn’t reading sent home?”     “I think after school activities are more important.”   “I would prefer to be planning learning”

During our Inservice Day training, teaching staff heard a presentation about ways in which we can challenge and extend learning to help children to make real progress.  The evidence, taken from a large number of studies, suggests the following.

Homework – including spelling, maths, investigators etc – has no effect on pupils’ ability to make progress at primary level.

Reading – Nightly reading at home supports children to make some progress in reading.  This is hugely increased when the reading is discussed in school through the week.  However, this applies to any reading, not necessarily reading books being used in school.

Preview – The best way to use home-learning to give children an advantage is to give children the opportunity to find out about or have a go at ideas before they are developed in school.

What does this mean for Rosehearty?

For the last few weeks of this term, and at the start of next term, our teachers will be trying out some of these suggestions.  

There may seem to be less formal homework tasks but children will be asked to investigate something that they will then explore further in school. (Preview)

e.g We will be looking at words with the “ay” sound next week, we will be exploring the 6 times table, we will be investigating the role of rationing in WW2.

Children are strongly encouraged to read every night, either their reading book for younger children or a book/magazine of their choice, and teachers will give them an opportunity to discuss their reading with their peers in class.

In the New Year, a wider consultation will take place to decide what homework should look like in the future.

Thank you for your support 

Anita Buchan

Rosehearty

School

Homework
Policy
February 2008

Homework
Homework provides a link between home and school and as such provides an opportunity for parents to take an active interest in their child’s school work.

Homework is set at the discretion of the class teacher.   There is more value in an occasional task done well, than nightly homework seen as a chore to be done as quickly as possible and having very little purpose.

However it is expected that all pupils will from time to time be given assignments to be completed at home.

The frequency and form of homework will be dependent upon the age of the child.  The following observations form guidelines in assigning homework tasks.
Homework should always a specific purpose e.g. 

1. To give additional practise in reading, spelling or number processes.

2. To consolidate any aspect of classwork in which the child may be experiencing difficulty.

3. To carry out investigations or research outwith school time – this may involve work – environmental studies in particular.

In setting homework care should be taken to ensure that the child has clear instructions and is able to carry out the task in a reasonable length of time.  Sensitivity towards children’s differing abilities and home circumstances should be shown. 

If a child is given an assignment to be carried out at home we would expect the task to be completed to a reasonable standard.   Badly done homework is of no benefit to a child.   Class teachers will follow up work done at home.

For tasks requiring children to obtain information etc, it would be preferable to give children more than one evening to complete assignment.

Because of the importance of homework if a child persistently ‘forgets’ homework we will let parents know.

In accordance with Fraserburgh CSN agreed policy homework will not be provided for children who are away on holiday or during short term absences.

For children who are to be absent due to illness for more that a week, the class teacher will if possible provide suitable work to enable the child to keep up with class mates.
Anita Buchan – Acting Head Teacher


Pitsligo Street, Rosehearty, AB43 7JL


01346 571230 – rosehearty.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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